
Course Update May 2017 
 

It is now some five weeks since opening day when I remarked to myself that I had never 

played our course with conditions so wet underfoot. What a difference five weeks can make 

-after we have had the driest April for 40 years- when I now find myself hoping for some 

(just a little) rain. 

Despite the current dry conditions underfoot the underlying issue on the course in respect 

of its failing drainage remains to be solved. This and the issue of unserviceable bunkers 

remain -in my opinion- the priorities for our club if it is to retain and indeed expand its 

membership. It is to this end that I have prepared the document entitled ‘Drainage Issues’ 

that is attached to this short note. I would encourage members to read it and consider the 

issues and possible solutions contained therein.  

 

Fairways 

In the shorter term and after taking some feedback from some of our more experienced 

members, I can confirm that over the next month we will be reducing the carry from the tee 

boxes to the fairways on the 2nd, 4th, 7th,10th, 13th and 14th holes. Most of these areas were 

spiked and sanded last Autumn in preparation for this. It will however likely be several years 

before the newer areas are of the same quality as the existing fairways. 

The broadleaf weeds have returned (dandelions and daisies to you and me) and the 

spraying of the fairways and selected rough areas have commenced.  Fairway and rough 

fertilizer will also be applied when the weather forecast predicts showers. 

The banks to the side of certain tee boxes and the bases of trees are being treated with 

weed killer to cut down the requirement to fortnightly ‘strim’ them over the summer 

months.  

 

Bunkers 

The bunkers remain a constant headache for myself and the course manager (and of course 

the long-suffering members). Of the two experiments carried out over the winter season 

(namely winter wheels and the attempt to keep the bunkers open) I would rate the first as a 

resounding success and the second simply as a mistake. This is unlikely to be repeated until 

a long-term solution has been implemented. The issues with the bunkers are long standing 



and the consequence of both poor design and a historic lack of investment over the years. 

The mechanical ‘bunker rake’ did improve things for a while last year but there were 

unintended consequences thereafter namely the disturbance of the foundation and 

drainage stones under the clay base of the bunkers. (Members will currently be extremely 

familiar with both these types of stone!) This week I have instructed the Course Manager to 

purchase more sand to increase the depth of the material between the playing surface and 

the hard pan of the worst of the bunkers. Unfortunately -due to the poor design of the 

bunkers- once the rains return any new sand will immediately begin to be washed down and 

away from the playing surface. The only solution to this issue is to remodel the bunkers to 

enable them to withstand the weather and also to enable them to be more easily 

maintained. 

 

 Greens 

The good weather has meant that the greens are probably 4 weeks ahead of schedule in 

comparison to last year. They continue to be cut to a height of 4mm almost every day and 

rolled on a Wednesday and a Saturday morning. They remain our most important asset on 

the golf course and I would ask members to remember this when they see a pitch mark in 

need of repair. (There has also been an increase of divots being taken out of some greens – 

this has to stop.)  

Over the coming weeks, the greens will be lightly scarified to remove the seed heads from 

the meadow grasses which make up the surface of our greens. Jason predicts that the seed 

heads will appear as soon as the rains return. (Until the scarification process is completed 

the greens are likely to be slow and bumpy making this procedure a priority as soon as the 

seeds appear.) The greens will also be vertidrained using a pencil tine. If the weather 

conditions permit, these procedures will be carried out at the same time followed by a light 

top dressing with the surface rolled thereafter.  

Michael Tierney 

Greens Convenor 
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